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The Architectural Hall of Fame recognizes the most significant elements – historically, architecturally, and sometimes both – of our 
built environment.   Begun in 2001, this exclusive list currently includes seventeen entries ranging from 17th century millers’ cabins to 
“castles” built for captains of industry and homes built by such architectural luminaries as Frank Lloyd Wright and Frank Furness. 
 
The following list of nominees was chosen by our Historic Preservation Advisory Committee–our group of community architects, 
historians, preservationists and civic association leaders.  Two of these properties will be added by public vote to the Hall of Fame. 

 
Bala (The Egyptian) Theatre, Bala Cynwyd 
Designed by Philadelphia architects Hoffman & Henon, the same architects who designed the 
Philadelphia’s storied Boyd Theater, the Bala opened as the Egyptian Theatre on September 15, 
1926.  
 
This Egyptian Revival masterpiece is the only surviving “exotic” themed movie palace in the Phila-
delphia area. 
 
 
Barnes Foundation, Merion 
The Barnes Foundation was established by Albert C. Barnes in 1922 to "promote the advancement 
of education and the appreciation of the fine arts." Located in a twelve-acre arboretum, the Founda-
tion is home to one of the world's largest collections of Impressionist, Post-Impressionist and early 
Modern paintings as well as important examples of African sculpture. 
  
Barnes hired the noted French architect Paul Philippe Cret (architect of the Ben Franklin Bridge and 
the Rodin Museum) to design a Gallery and attached residence (now the administration building), 
which were completed in Merion in 1925. The building features bas-reliefs by the sculptor Jacques 
Lipchitz, and tile work using African designs and themes by Enfield Pottery and Tile Works, to 
adorn the building.  Laura Barnes established the Arboretum School to provide students of horticul-
ture, botany and landscape architecture in 1940. 
 
Church of the Redeemer, Bryn Mawr 
The cornerstone for Church of the Redeemer was laid in November 1879 and the building, designed 
by Charles M. Burns, Jr., was completed in April 1881.  Burns was chiefly an architect of beautiful 
churches and residences. 
 
Burns  designed the addition of a choir room in 1891 and he continued to serve the parish, design-
ing various alterations and additions to the buildings through 1905.  In 1910, the west end of the 
church was enlarged by two bays and included a narthex, or vestibule. This addition, by the Phila-
delphia architectural firm of Evans, Warner and Bigger was the first of many alterations they would 
oversee.  An award-winning restoration of the Church was just completed by John Milner Architects 
 
English Village, Wynnewood 
This 1920's enclave of 29 Tudor style homes was designed to recall a medieval village—located 
within close proximity of one another on a serpentine-like street plan and centered on a "green,” 
homes feature half-timbered exteriors, steeply pitched roofs, leaded casement windows, and brick 
wall cladding and chimneys with brick and stone inserts in interesting patterns.  The Village was 
created by the architect and developer team of brothers – S. Arthur and Donald Love. 
 
Long ago determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, English Village 
was made a Lower Merion local historic district in June, 2010. 
 
Gladwyne Neutra House, Gladwyne 
 Richard Neutra, considered one of Modernism’s most important architects, designed this house in 
1958 – nine years after Time magazine featured him on its cover and ranked him second to his for-
mer employer Frank Lloyd Wright.   
 
Between 1927 and 1969, Neutra designed more than 300 houses in California and a few elsewhere.  
Although he did design several homes in Upper Merion and Philadelphia, this was the only building 
he designed in Lower Merion. 



Gerhard Building , Bryn Mawr 
When Bryn Mawr Hospital was organized in 1892, this grey stone building was designed by 
Furness, Evans and Co.  The building was named for the hospital’s founder, Dr. George Gerhard, 
and included ultra-modern features such as an elevator and electric lights.  Additions by Furness’ 
firm in the early 1900s brought the building to its present-day appearance.  Significant as an un-
usual example of the work of this important firm, the Gerhard Building was perhaps more impor-
tantly the first Main Line hospital specifically created for the general public. 
 
 
Merion Tribute House, Merion 
Immediately following World War I, many Merion residents expressed an interest in creating a 
community center with facilities for cultural and social events as well as a playground for children. 
Eldridge Johnson, founder of the Victor Talking Machine Company , offered to demolish his Mer-
ion house and build a "Tribute House" in recognition of the 81 men from Merion who were in the 
armed services.  
 
Mr. Johnson requested that the building be "the most beautiful structure of its kind in this locality." 
Karcher and Smith, Architects, were selected to design the building using Gothic patterns and local 
stone. The arts and crafts tradition of the early 20th century promoted attention to detail throughout 
the construction. The stone was shaped on site and the window mullions all handcut to match. The 
ornamental iron work and lamps were designed by Samuel Yellin craftsmen. 
 
 
Rathalla, Rosemont 
Rathalla was built in 1891 for Joseph F. Sinnott, distiller and director of the First National Bank, by 
the architects Hazlehurst & Huckel.  The 32-room chateauesque home was sited on the crest of a 
gently sloping hill on 40 acres in Rosemont, quite noticeable from the Pennsylvania Railroad.  Per-
haps named to recognize the “position” of both Mr. Sinnott and his home, Rathalla means "hilltop 
fortress of the head of the clan" in Gaelic!  Its exuberant design was described in William Morri-
son’s Main Line Country Houses as an “unapologetic celebration of Joseph Sinnott’s rags to riches 
saga.” 
 
In 1923, Rathalla was purchased by the Sisters of the Holy Child and became the campus of Rose-
mont College.  The property was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980, and in 
2009 was elevated to a Class 1 historic building – Lower Merion’s highest level of preservation. 
 
 
St. Charles Borromeo Theological Seminary, Wynnewood 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary was founded in 1832, although this Wynnewood campus was be-
gun with the 1863 purchase of three properties by Archbishop James F. Wood.  Architects Addison 
Hutton and Samuel Sloan designed the building where the preparatory college and theology divi-
sions were reunited in September 1871. Subsequent Archbishops of Philadelphia have made im-
provements on the campus. The buildings that comprise the current Theology Division and the 
Ryan Memorial Library stand at the western end of the campus. The Seminary College is located at 
the eastern end. (Text courtesy of the Lower Merion Historical Society) 
 
 
West Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bala Cynwyd 
With Philadelphia’s Laurel Hill Cemetery impeded from expansion by the creation of Fairmount 
Park, three large Lower Merion farms nestled between two deep ravines were bought to create West 
Laurel Hill Cemetery less than a mile away.  Incorporated in 1869, the 200-acre cemetery received 
its first burial in 1870. 
 
Because the new cemetery’s location was so high above the river, the practice of bringing funerals 
by steamboat was replaced with the use of funeral trains.  The Reading Railroad even created a spe-
cial siding at its Pencoyd Station to accommodate funeral trains. 
  
In recognition of the many beautiful structures within a striking landscape, West Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery was listed in 1992 on the National Register of Historic Places for its significant architecture, 
art, and landscape architecture.  Horace Trumbauer and Cope & Stewardson are among the noted 
architects to have built structures here, and .  The cemetery remains on of the largest areas of open 
space in Lower Merion township.  Catherine Drinker Bowen, Hy Lit, Matthew Simpson, John B. 
Stetson, and Joseph Widener are among the notable burials here. 


